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1 SACRED VOCAL MUSIC, 
Composed by E. BUNNETT, Mus. D., Cantab., 


Organist St. Peter Mancroft Church, Norwich, the Festivals, and Corporation, 


HARVEST ANTHEMS. 


Blessed be Thou. Four Voices... cat OO 
me Tonic Sol-fa ... thd, 
I will magnify Ene cos d ee 
HARVEST HYMNS. 
Sing to the Lord ao) we tao ae 
Come, ye thankful ... bei vo soe’, Oe 
PART SONGS. 


Over hill, over dale. Four Voices ra a ee 


Now Autumn crowns the year. Four Voices 3d. 
The Rhine Maiden. Four Voices... Re oo) a 
Four Voices... : Id, 





SERVICES OF SACRED SONG, WITH CONNECTIVE READINGS. 


OLD NOTATION "AND TONIC SOL-FA. 


Compiled by T, K. LoNGBoTToM. 
*Daniel , 3d. 


*David . 3d. | x 
*The Desire of All Nations 3d. John Knox 


| *Samuel 


*The Children’s Messiah, ies 
*Elijah . e 34. | trative of the Life of Christ f 3d. 


*The Great Teacher . . 3d. | 


*Israel in the ween 3a. | Christiana and her Children. 


| *The World’s Redeemer. 34. 


3d. | orical Service of Song for Flower = 
| ae etc. C. DARNTON 
The Reformation; or, The Life 
3a. and Work of Luther. By Geo, SHINN, 
Mus. Bac. (Words only, 6s. per 100), 6d. 
The Victories of Judah. By 
Geo. Suinn. (Words only, 6s, per 100) 6d. 


The V f Lif Cc il 
‘Joseph } ; : 34 | bay vty “es G. CLEMENTS. . onic “a by J Te aby i. e. Compiled 
a | *Immanuel. By C. Dnenes 4d. *The Centenary Service of 
oses Song. Ge iled by Benjamin CLARKE 
*St. Paul. 3d. | *The Flower Garden: An Alle- and W, E. Aba. Tonic Sol-fa only , 3d. 





*A Day in the Country. “Cantata for Sunday Schools. 
Words by Joun Gummer. 
Tonic Sol-fa Composition Club. Old Notation, 4d. ; Tonic Sol-fa, 4d. 

Under the Palms; or, The Jewish Flower Feast. A 
Cantata for Sunday School and Choir, illustrating the Feast of 
‘labernacles after the Captivity. By Gro. F. Root, in both Nota- 
tions, 6d. each. Words only, 6s. per 100, (Band parts on hire, 
78. 6d. per month.) 

“The Christian Pilgrims. A Cantata. By C. E. 
Kett_e. Old Notation, 6d. ; Tonic Sol-fa, 4d. each 

*The Choicest Gift: A Scripture Cantata, By the 
Author of ‘ Under the Palms.” Both Notations, Price 47. each. 

Cloud and Sunshine; or, The Pillar of Fire. The 
Return of Israel. A Cantata for the Sunday School and Choir. By 


H. Butrerwortn and G. F. Root. Old Notation, 6¢.; Tonic 
Sol-fa, 4d. ; words only, 6s. per roo. (Band parts on hire, ° 1 s. 6d. 


per month.) 
OLD NOTATION ONLY. 


Music by various Members of the | 


The Creation. Compiled by Rev. J. WILKINs. Price 4d. | 


*Dot’s Holiday. From ‘‘ Dot.” A Story of the Fresh 


Air Fund. Music byJ. N. Tavtor. Poems by MarGaret HAy- | 


CRAFT. Price 4d. 
Solomon. Readings by Rev. T. G. CRIPPEN. 
C. Darnton. Price 4d. 


Music by | 


| Robert Raikes: 


St. Peter. Readings by Rev. T. G. CRIPPEN. 
C. DaRNTON. Price 4 

*The Seasons. Illustrated by Poetry and Song. Com- 
piled by C. Darnton. Price 4d. 

*The Giver and His Gifts. By E. B. Founy. Price 3d. 

The Man of Gloucester. By E. PAXTON 


Music by 


Hoop. Price 4d. 

*The Heavenly Shepherd. A Sacred Cantata in the 
form of a Service of Song. With Solos, Duets, Quartetts, Choruses, 
Choral Responses, etc, By CHARLES DaRNTON. Price 6d. 

*The True Light. Words by A. D. Goopy. Music by 
J. A. Benson. Price 6d. 

Joshua. Compiled and Music Composed or Arranged by 
C. Darnton. Price 3d. 

*The King of Glory. Compiled and Music Re 

by C. Darnton. Price 4d. 

*Mary Jones and Her Bible. _Illustratin mee 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. Ry W. J. Leaver 
Bac. Cantab. Price 6 

Praise and Thanksgiving : A National Cantata. 
Music Composed and Arranged by Sir Joun STAtner (late Organist 
of st. Paul’s Cathedral), including A Anthems by Strainer, Hopkins, 
Barney, CLARK-WHtTFIELD, ENDELSSOHN, and ‘AtTwoop. 
Imperial 8vo, price gd. Words only, rd. each. 


* The Words of these Services are published separately, price 4s. per 100. 


PIANOFORTES, AMERICAN ORGANS, HARMONIUMS. 





LONDON: SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 56, OLD BAILEY, E.C. 
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PWrofessional Notices. 
MISS. A. E. AKROYD (SOPRANO). For Con- 


certs, Oratorios, etc.—Crossfield Terrace, Stainland, Halifax. 


R. GEORGE AYLMER (BARITONE, Pupil 
G. S. M.), for Oratorios, Concerts, etc.—Sherbourne Lodge, 
Doris Street, London, S.E. 


R. TREFELYN DAVID (TENOR). _ For 
Oratorios, Concerts, Miscellaneous, etc.—16, St. Peter’s Street, 
iglington, Me sf og kf fe ‘ : oD 
ISS JESSIE DIXON (CONTRALTO).— 


117, Chetwynd Road, Highgate, N. 


R. F. W. HARVEY (BARITONE). Sacred 
and Miscellaneous Concerts. (First Prize, Bass Solo, Reading 
Fisteddfodau, 1886 and 1889).—19, Donnington Road, Reading. 


ISS EDITH LUKE (SOPRANO), Associate 
Gold Medal, L.A.M., Leading Soprano, Christ Church, West- 
minster Bridge Road. For Concerts, Oratorios.— Letters c/o ‘‘ MusIcAL 
JournaL” Office, 44, Fleet Street. E.C. 
ISS FLORENCE MONK (SOPRANO). (Pro- 
fessor at King’s College Ladies’ Department, Kensington ; 
daughter of the late Professor W. H. Monk, Mus. Doc,, King’s College, 
Musical Editor of ‘‘ Hymns Ancient and Modern’’). For Oratorios, 
Concerts, etc.—Glebe Field, Stoke Newington. N. 


R. ROBERT NEWMAN (BASS).—Of the 
Crystal Palace, St. James's Hall, Royal Albert Hall, and Pro- 
menade Concerts. For Concerts, Oratorios, etc. —Address, 9, Cambridge 
Avenue, Kilburn, London, N.W. 


R. ALEXANDER TUCKER (Principal BASS in 
the City Temple Choir).—s, Eskdale Villas, rixton, S.W. 


ADAME CLARA WEST (SOPRANO), MISS 
LOTTIE WEST (CONTRALTO).—Of the Crystal Palace, 
London and Provincial Choral Societies’ Concerts, etc.—24, King 
Edward Road, Hackney, London. 
ID: F. J. KARN, Mus. Bac. Cantab.; Mus. Doc. 
T.C. Toronto; L. Mus. T.C.L.; gives LESSONS age or 
ersonally in HARMONY, COUNTERPOINT, FUGUE, OR- 
CHESTI ATION, ACOUSTICS, etc., and prepares for Musical 
Examinations. Great success with candidates, Latest successes 
in 1889 and 1890: Durham 1st Mus. Bac,; Prelim. Mus. Bac, Cam- 
bridge ; Intermediate Mus. London,; Mus. D. and Mus. B, 
T.C.L,; L.R.A.M.; A. Mus. and L. Mus. T.C.L.; F.C.O., and 
A.C.O.; Senior Local R.A.M. and R.C.M, Pianoforte and Theory. 
Upwards of 170 Diplomas and Degrees gained by Dr. Karn’s pupils, 
and 2 Gold Medals. MSS. corrected and revised. Terms very 
moderate,—70, Park Road, Haverstock Hill, N.W. 


USICAL SKETCHES, HUMOROUS SONGS, 
or ACCOMPANIST. Mr. Grason Hopx is booking Dates 
for Concerts, Entertainments, etc.—Apply 1, Eardley Villas, Streatham, 
S.W. 
USIC COPYING of every kind done neatly and 
quickly, also TRANSPOSING.—Address, X.Y.Z., Rothesaye, 
St. Albans. 


STRING BAND MUSIC. 
EASILY ARRANGED FOR AMATEUR BANDS. 
A List of Pieces for Mission Services, Concerts, etc., Post Free. 
GUEBST’S “STRING BAND MANUAL:” 


Hints for Formation, and Easy Scales, Exercises and Times for 
Beginners. 1s. 6a. (Jn the Press. 


J. GUEST, 26, IVY LANE, LONDON, E.C. 








Second Edition. Price 3d. 


‘¢ TN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD.” 
Anthem for Christmas. Composed by W. Henry Maxrie.p, 
Mus. Bac. Tor., F.C.O. Tuneful and effective. 
London and New York: Novetto, Ewer, & Co. 
Or, from the Composer, The Downs, Bowdon. 


33 OLD CORNISH CAROLS. ‘Second T- 


sand, Revised, 
with Composers’ Names. 





Arranged for Organ or Pianoforte 
Accompaniment by R. H. HEATH (Mem. N. S. P. M. and Trin. Col. 
London), Harmony Cottage, Redruth, Cornwall. Price as, net. Choral 
Societies and Choirs at a greatly reduced price. The Rev. S. BARING 
GouLp writes :—‘‘ It is a great thing to have saved them ; they are very 
interesting and characteristic.” ‘‘ Exceedingly quaint.”—Nonconformist 
Musical Yournal, ‘Great novelty.”—Graphic. ‘‘R. H. Heath has 
done for Cornwall what the Rev. S. econ, ould has done for Devon.” 
—Western Morning News. ‘‘ Worthy to be placed in the front rank of 


his class of composition.”—British Bandsman. 








UNIVERSITY OF TRINITY COLLEGE, 
TORONT 


Tue CyurcH oF Enctanp UNIVERSITY OF UppER CANADA. 


AXN UAL EXAMINATIONS for the Degree of 
BACHELOR of MUSIC, will be held simultaneously in 
TORONTO and LONDON. Women are admissible to these 
Examinations. 

For particulars, apply to Rev. E. K. KENDALL, D.C.L., Registrar 
for England, Southsea. 


SOME TRUST IN CHARIOTS! 
ANTHEM with TENOR or SOPRANO SOLO. 


By R. T.. CLARK-MORRISON. 
Easy and Effective. Price Twopence. 





NOVELLO, EWER, & CO., LONDON. 


USIC-COPYING OUTFIT.—12s. 6d., 
carriage free. Will print a tune in a few minutes. Par- 
ticulars, One Stamp. Practical Illustrated Guide to Printing, 
64 pp. Thirteen Stamps.—Jabez Francis, Rochford, Essex. 


ORIGINAL VOLUNTARIES. 


FOR ORGAN OR HARMONIUM. 
Composed by G. H. SWIFT. 
Twelve Books, 1s. each (10 pieces in each Book); or in 
Two Volumes, price 6s. each. 


This work should be in the hands of every lover of well-written Organ 
Music, being without doubt the finest collection of easy, tuneful, and 
effective Voluntaries ever published. Thematic List of Contents free. 

LONDON: ALPHONSE CARY, 
87, OxrorD STREET, W., and 56, LAVENDER Hit, S.W. 








“TO CHORAL SOCIETIES, CHOIRS, etc.—On 

receipt of One Shilling we send (post free) Sample Parcel of 
Effective ANTHEMS and GLEES, all seasons.—Witcock Bros., 
Music Publishers, 26, Moorfields, London. 





ELLING IN THOUSANDS! CAROL. ‘*ONCE 
IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDAH” (Price 2¢.). By J. H. Maun- 

DER. Suitable for Christmas and other Festivals, also for Sunday School 
Anniversaries. ‘‘ Very touching.” ‘‘ Very simple.” ‘‘ Very pathetic.” 
‘Very effective.” ‘‘ Liked so much in the morning that it was repeated 
by general desire at the evening service.” “Made the success of the 
anniversary services.” ‘* Was the carol that pleased most.” —By the 
same Compcser, ‘‘ MAGNIFICAT” and ‘‘ NUNC DIMITTIS” in C 
(Price 3d.). Dedicated to E. Bunnett, Esq.. Mus. Doc. Partly in 
Unison. “A very congregational setting.” _‘‘ Organ accompaniment 
very effective.” _‘‘Combines effect with simplicity..—-NOVELLO, 
EWER, & CO., Lonpon anp New York, 





( )RGANIST, #20 per annum; BASS, £10 (Solo 
Anthems), Wanted, at Unity Church, Upper Street, Islington. 
—Apply to Mr. T. R. Croger, 114, Wood Street, Cheapside. 


OR SALE.—A First-Class DULCIMER, nearly 

New, Chromatic Scale; cost £4 10s., offered for £3. Also a fine 

CONCERT FLUTE, in Rosewood Case; cost 455., offered for 27s. 6d. 
A genuine bargain.—J. L. Gee, 17, Northcote Street, Cardiff. 











N SALE.—THREE-MANUAL AND PEDAI. 


ORGAN, Fourteen Stops ; blown by Hydraulic Engine Suit- 
able for place of worship or professional.—Apply, J. Murgatroyd, Belle 
Vue Organ Works, Bradford. 


MECHANICAL ORGAN BLOWING 


By Gas, Water, Steam, Hot Air or Atmo- 
spheric Engines. 


Estimates given for Apparatus fitted complete. 





SEND FoR PAMPHLET TO 


F. W. DURHAM, 


ENGINEER, 
27, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON. 
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who lives amongst his people knows their wants, 


| and could therefore better express them in prayer 


MUSIGAL JOURNAL: 


than any Liturgy. Other speeches followed on 
either side. When the question was put, 32 voted 
in the affirmative, and 67 in the negative. It is 


| Stated, however, that the ‘“‘ Ayes” were chiefly 


students; but the “Noes” included a_ goodly 
number of lady visitors. 
It is interesting to note that about seventeen 


| years ago, in the same College, the same question 


| was discussed. 


Upon that occasion 17 votes 


| were given in favour of a Liturgy, and 82 against 
it. Does this prove that Nonconformists are 
| gradually coming round to the introduction of a 


form of worship? It is quite certain}that many 
more congregations now use a Liturgy, of some 
kind or other, than twenty years ago. People are 
now anxious to take a more audible part in the 
worship than they have hitherto been- accustomed 
to do. How to meet this desire, and at the same 
time please all parties, is a problem of considerable 
difficulty, and probably an impossibility. 

The introduction of a Liturgy of any kind is a 
matter that must be settled by every individual 
congregation for itself. Certainly no fixed law 
can be laid down. Much depends upon the 
people and the minister, and also upon the kind 
of Liturgy proposed to be introduced. That which 


| would be most acceptable to one church might 
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Should Monconformists use a Liturgy 
in jPublic TUorship ? 


Tue Students of Regent’s Park College selected 

this knotty question as the subject of their annual 
debate. Though no very novel arguments were 
used either for or against a Liturgy, the discussion 
was ably conducted, and commanded the interest 
of the audience to the end. Mr. David Glass, M.A., 
opened in the affirmative, and argued that Christ 
approved of forms of prayer, for He said, “ When 
ye pray, say, Our Father,” etc, The Apostles, so 
far as is known, never expressed disapproval of 
forms. The preparation of the service of praise 
took much time; why should not prayer receive 
equal consideration? Petitions selected from the 
prayers of the best men in all ages would probably 
better express the wants and feelings of a congre- 
gation than the words of one man. A form of 
prayer was helpful to devotion; people knew 
exactly what was coming, and were prepared 
accordingly. A Liturgy would prevent incoherent, 
nervous, and irreverent prayers, which are some- 
times heard. Mr. S. J. Henman took the negative 
side. He said that Liturgies failed because they 
were not definite enough, and particular needs and 
circumstances were not touched bythem. A pastor 





possibly be just as objectionable to another. To 
force a form of worship, however beautiful, upon 
an unwilling congregation, would be the height of 
folly—in fact, we cannot conceive of its being 
done. But if a majority are in favour of some kind 


| of a Liturgy, the argument that it is “apeing the 
| Church,” or that it is not consistent with the ideas 


of Nonconformist Church worship, ought not to be 
allowed to prevent its introduction, at least as an 
experiment. 

Much can be said for and against a Liturgy. If 
it is found helpful to devotion, and an aid to the 
beauty of worship, there can be no valid reason 
against its adoption. On the other hand, if it is 
monotonous, and reduces prayer to a mere form, 
no arguments, however able, would justify its 
introduction. 





TueE Nonconformist Choir Union Committee have 
selected the following pieces to be sung at the 
Crystal Palace Festival in June next :—“But as 
for His people” (Handel); “O Father, whose 
Almighty Power!” (Handel); “In humble faith 
and holy love” (Garrett); “I will give thanks” 
(Barnby); “I will magnify Thee” (Calkin); 
“© Zjon, that bringest good tidings!” (Stainer) ; 
“Hearken unto Me” (Sullivan); ‘“ Eye hath not 
seen” (M. B. Foster); “ There is music by the 
river” (Pinsuti); ‘The Urchin’s Dance,” 
(Hatton); “The Cradle Song” (Smart); “The 
Children ” (Gaul); “ Ragged and Torn ” (Macirone) ; 
“ Eldorado” (Pinsuti). A place will, of course, be 
found. for the anthem which gains the prize, 
particulars of which were announced in our last 
issue. 
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In arranging the programme the Committee 
felt it was desirable that a provincial organist 
should be invited to play the organ solo. They 
therefore selected Mr. William Wright (the 
accompanist of the Nottingham contingent), who 
has a good reputation as an organist in the Midland 
Counties. We may add that Mr. Wright has just 
gained the second prize of four guineas, offered 
by the Sunday School Union for the best original 
hymn and tune. 





Art the last annual meeting of the Nonconformist 
Choir Union, Mr. Croger intimated that, owing: to 
the amount of work to be got through, he should 
like to have an Assistant Honorary Secretary. It 
was left to him to select a gentleman who would 
satisfactorily perform the duties. His choice fell 
upon Mr, A. J. Hawkins, a selection that has met 
with the cordial approval of the Committee. 

‘CONGREGATIONAL Psacmopy, and how to improve 
it,” is the title of a lecture Mr. Minshall delivered 
at Reading on the rth ult., and at Folkestone 
on the 26th ult.. He will deliver it in Oswestry 
on the 8th, Leeds on the gth, Hull on the roth, 
Driffield on the 11th inst., and at Northampton 
and Brighton in January. 





Mr. C. E. Munir, the founder of Mudie’s Library, 
who recently died, was a staunch Nonconformist. 
He was the author of the well-known hymn, “T lift 
my heart to Thee.” 





From numerous letters which reach us, it seems 
that organists find a lack of organ pieces suitable 
as opening voluntaries. What they appear to 
want are well written pieces of moderate difficulty, 
that take about three or four minutesin performance. 
We should be glad to hear from our readers 
whether this want is general. 





Tue Choral Conductors’ Alliance is getting into 
full working order, and we trust will, ere long, be 
doing valuable work in connection with the choral 
societies and choirs. Rules and requirements of 
the certificates have been prepared. A conference 
was held on the 22nd ult. to discuss the best means 
of carrying out the objects of the Alliance. Mr. 
Joseph Barnby has accepted the office of President ; 
Dr. A. C. Mackenzie, Professor J. F. Bridge, and 
Messrs. F. H. Cowen and E. Prout have been elected 
Vice-presidents ; and Mr. Arthur Briscoe has been 
appointed Hon, Sec. 





As an experiment, and in accordance with the 
wishes of no less than 273 of the congregation, 
the following Order of Service has been _intro- 
duced in Park Church, Halifax :—The opening 
organ voluntary ; reading of versicles, or Scripture 
passages, inviting to and preparing for worship, 
by the minister; introit ; collect or invocation, 
prayer, Amen, sung by choir and congregation ; 
also singing the Lord’s Prayer on one note, and 
concluding with the Amen in harmony ; suffrages 
(in attitude of prayer), minister saying and people 
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singing responses ; a hymn, with tune announced, 
with Amen at close; first lesson ; extempore 
prayet by minister, with Amen by choir and 
congregation ; chant unannounced, introduced by 
short organ voluntary ; second Scripture lesson ; 
anthem, the congregation sitting ; responsive de- 
votions in the attitude of prayer; short interval 
for silent prayer; prayer of St. Chrysostom by 
minister, with Amen by choir and congregation ; 
announcements ; hymn ; brief prayer or collect, 
with Amen ; sermon; hymn with tune; Benedic- 
tion, with Amen ; concluding organ voluntary. 





Mr. W. T. Sreap, writing in The Star, on “ The 
Ministry of Music,” says :—“I sometimes wonder 
whether a shut-up temple, church, or chapel, is 
not, on the whole, a wickeder thing than the over- 
flowing gin-palace round the corner. They stand 
there, grimly silent edifices, each representing many 
thousands, sunk in stone and brick and mortar, 
most of them containing an open organ, a vast 
potentiality of sweet music, but from Sunday to 
Sunday they are as idle and useless as if they 
stood in mid-Sahara. All round them roars and 
rages the turbulent flood of life. The pavement 
outside is worn under the weary feet of men and 
women who are orphaned of the sweet ministry of 
music, which the song-birds afford every dweller 
in the country, but not for them or theirs is ever 
unloosed the caged-up melody of the silent organ. 
Not a congregation of them all but contains cultured 
performers of instrumental music, but not even a 
solitary organ recital per week cheers the ear, and 
gladdens the heart of the toiling crowd outside. 
Something like Dr. Parker’s midday concerts for 
the people, instead of standing alone, should be as 
constant a feature of the Christian service of every 
church in every city. And to think that in many 
cases this is forbidden, lest it should profane a 
sacred building! Of all the blasphemies of man, 
few are more damnable than this—enough to make 
one swear.” 





At a prominent village chapel in East Suffolk, 
several of the members were desirous of forming 
a Brass Mission Band. The choir-leader’s attention 
was drawn to the fact, with the result that a special 
meeting was called and the possibility of forming 
such a band discussed. It was then suggested 
that slips of paper should be passed round, on 
which each member should write the name of the 
instrument he wished to play. On examining 
the papers, it was found that without an exception 
the big drum was the instrument selected! The 
first practice has not come off yet. 





Tue Tonic Sol-fa-ists propose to present Mr. 
Robert Griffiths (the veteran college secretary) 
with his portrait, in connection with the Sol-ta 
Jubilee Celebration next year. Mr. George Merritt, 
of 282, Commercial Road, E., is the hon. sec., and 
will be glad to receive contributions, 





Ir is with much regret we record the death of 
Dr. Alexander Hannay, the greatly esteemed 
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Secretary of the Congregational Union of England 
and Wales. Though not professing much musical 
knowledge, Dr. Hannay took considerable interest 
in Church Music generally. In settling with him 
the musical arrangements for the annual meetings 
of the Congregational Union during the past four- 
teen years, our relations have been of the most 
cordial and pleasant character. He will be greatly 
missed by all who were brought into contact with 
him. 





Cases for binding the Nonconrormist Musicat 
Journat for 1890 can now be had at our publishing 
office, price one shilling each. 





ASSOCIATION OF NORTH LONDON PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHOIRS. 


THE North London Presbyterian Choirs had a “high 
time” of it on Tuesday, October 28th, when they were 
invited by Mr. Robert Wales, their esteemed president, 
to a social gathering at Park Church, Highbury. The 
invitation was extended to ministers, elders, organists, 
choirmasters, besides the choir members, so that alto- 
gether some hundreds assembled. 

From 6.30 to 7.30 tea and coffee were served in the 
lecture hall, after which the company adjourned to the 
church above, where a short organ recital was given by 
various organists. 

At 8 o'clock a meeting was held in the lecture hall, 
Mr. Wales presiding. On the platform were Revs. Dr. 
Dykes, Dr. Edmonds, P. Carmichael, A. Ramsay, Mr. 
F. G, Edwards, the energetic hon. secretary, and the 
organists and choirmasters of the various churches re- 
presented. After singing and prayer the chairman said 
he wished to impress upon the choirs the responsibility 
they hold as choirs of Christian Churches. Their work 
was not a mere musical matter; but it was their duty 
and privilege to lead the praise of the Church; their 
singing must contain life and vigour, ifit was to be truly 
effective. “God save the Queen” was always sung 
heartily, because of the loyalty of the people; so the 
Church singing ought to be thrilling because of the 
earnestness put into it. Choirs should feel that they 
were a spiritual force, having great powers of influencing 
those to whom they sang. e 

Mr, Spencer Curwen expressed his pleasure in being 
present to address a body of workers and not critics. 
In his opinion the success of a service depends greatly 
upon the choir and congregation. The sermon may be 
likened to a precious stone, but to set it off, it wants a 
beautiful setting in a good musical service. The singing 
should be heartfelt, general, and harmonious. Singers 
should remember to be clear in their pronunciation and 
correct in their phrasing, In congregational singing. 
there is beauty and force. The choirmaster of one of the 
large provincial festivals recently told him that as a 
musician he liked the artistic cathedral service ; but as a 
man, hearty congregational singing more quickly reached 
his heart. 

” The Rev. A. Ramsay related that he once visited a 
chapel, and in the pulpit found a thermometer. Ques- 
tioning the church officer why it was placed there, 
the. reply was “ Because that is the coldest place in 
the church.” As the choir were usually placed at the 
pulpit end, they and the minister should bear in mind 
that if they were cold in their work, the congrega- 
tion would also be cold; but if they were bright and 
cheerful they would have a good influence in the 


Church. 
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During the evening several hymns and anthems were 
sung in a very hearty manner. Miss Strathearne sang 
“Angels ever bright and fair,” and Miss Dunkley 
gave “Heaven and Earth,” both ladies being loudly 
applauded. 








Monconformist Church Mrgans. 


CASTLEGATE CONGREGATIONAL CHAPEL, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


Built by Messrs. Forster & Andrews, Hull. 
Great Organ. 


Feet. 
I. Open Diapason. . , 8 
2. Rohr Flute (Treble) 8 
3. Stopped Diapason (Bass) 8 
4. Dulciana. : ; : 8 
5. Hohl Flute 8 
6. Harmonic Flute 4 
7. Principal. 4 
8. Twelfth . 23 
9. Fifteenth. ° : ol 
10. Mixture . ‘ . (3 ranks) — 
I1. Cornopean. : ; . . ore 
Four Combination Pedals. 
Swell Organ. 
12. Lieblich Bourdon j . 16 
13. Open Diapason... ‘ ‘ 8 
14. Stopped Diapason (Treble) 8 
15. Stopped Diapason (Bass) 8 
16. Flauto Amabile : y 8 
17. Principal. 4 
18. Piccolo ‘ ‘ siete 
19. Mixture . . (4ranks) — 
20. Hautboy. ‘ = ey 
21. Horn ; é ' 8 
Two Combination Pedals. 
Choir Organ. 
22. Gamba : é ; : 8 
23. Flute d'Amour. 8 
24. Lieblich Gedact 8 
25. Celestina. ; P ; 4 
26, Clarionet. F ‘ é ) ° 8 
Pedal Organ. 

27. Bourdon. ; ; ; 16 
28, Open Diapason 16 
Couplers. 

29. Great to Pedals. 32. Swell to Great. 


. Swell to Pedals. 33. Swell Octave to Great, 


. Choir to Pedals, 


AN ORGAN TECHNIQUE.—The piano is a very, great, 
in fact essential, aid to the formation of an organ 
technique, both as introductory and throughout the 
organ-student’s course. It would be a hopeless under- 
taking to attempt to build up an organ technique without 
some such preparation; there are so many difficulties 
in the way that everything possible should be done in 
order to be able to meet them. The legato is the 
foundation of piano touch as weil as of organ, and 
one who has acquired an absolute legato on the former 
will have no difficulty in this respect on the latter 
instrument. No one should attempt to learn the = 
without at least a year’s study of the piano. e 
should have’ an ‘idea of playing smoothly, and have 
gained the independence of fingers. 
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Music at Kentish Cown Congrega- 
tional Church. 


Tue Congregational Church at Kentish Town looked 


| | speak with words of commendation. They are 


under the control of the new organist, Mr. A. J. 
Hawkins whose likeness we give herewith. 

The organ (three manuals, twenty-one stops), 
is a very good one, and was recently rebuilt by 
Hill & Son. It stands on a level with, and im- 
mediately behind, the pulpit, filling up the whole 
of the space between the side galleries, and is 
played from a console curiously concealed behind 
and below the pulpit stairs, so that the organist, 
in a very literal sense indeed, may be said ‘to 
sit under” the minister. 

The choir numbered, we think, nearly sixty 


| voices, They were seated on both sides of the 

pulpit and immediately in front thereof, and were 
| exceedingly well balanced as to parts. This division 
| of the choir is not helpful to good singing ; when 


its best on the occasion of our recent visit. It was | 
| Lord, how manifold!” in which some of the con- 


Harvest Festival Sunday ; garlands of laurel were 
entwined around the massive grey columns which 
support the roof, and festoons of evergreen, with 
tempting apples here and there peeping from 


separated, the singers are apt to lose touch of 
each other, and they certainly. have not the same 


| strength. If it is possible for them to sit together 


it would be a far better arrangement. The soprano 
was well-sustained and correct in intonation, and 
the alto part was enriched by some very good 
boys’ voices : the tenors and basses also did very 
good work. 

The opening voluntary was “ Andante in G” 
(Batiste), and the service began withthe Hundredth 


| Psalm, to the inseparable Old Hundredth tune. 


This was sung, for the most part, in unison, as 
indeed were the first verses of all the hymns. 
We do not know whether this is the usual practice ; 
it certainly gives the congregation a good, clear 


| start, and would be advisable in the case of new 


| voices. 


beneath the leaves, almost concealed the front of | 


the galleries, while the “ table-pew,” as it used to 
be called, was transformed into a thing of beauty 
by means of a bountiful collection of fruits and 
flowers and wreaths of corn. The church was 


well-filled, a large congregation being present, not- | 
| Probably Mr. Hawkins would be as much sur- 


withstanding the absence of a settled pastor—the 
Rev. J. McDougall Mundle having recently ac- 
cepted the call of a church in Chelmsford. The 
service was conducted by the Rev. Richard 
Lovett, M.A. Special music had been prepared 
according to announcement, and collections were 
made on behalf of the Sunday School. We ob- 
served that, in the evening, a very considerable 
number of young people were present, who joined 
heartily in the congregational singing, and whose 
behaviour during the rest of the service—in which, 
we must say, but little special provision for the 
juniors was discernible— was highly commendable. 
There might have been, we think, at least one 
“children’s hymn;” and a few words to the young 
from the minister, on a “ Sunday School Sunday,” 
would certainly not have been out of place. 

But our special business here is to note the 
musical arrangements, of which we cannot bu 








| 
| 


| 





or imperfectly known tunes: on the other hand 
it must be sometimes rather trying for the bass 
Following the first lesson came the 
Anthem, which was Barnby’s very popular, “O 


gregation joined. This was sung at a good, stirring 
pace, with appropriate vigour. If there was a 
defect, it came by way of zeal; the climax was 
reached a little too soon, and the heavy reed stops 
were somewhat too prominent in the accompani- 
ment, so that the voices were here and there 
slightly overpowered. We have often had oc- 
casion to assert our belief that organists very 
generally underrate the power of their instruments. 


prised as anyone if it were possible for him to 
discover while playing, how the reeds “bite” in 
the opposite gallery. After the second lesson, 
Hymn No, 712, “ To Thee, O Lord, our hearts we 
raise!” was sung as set to Sullivan’s tune Golden 
Sheaves, and after the prayer came Hymn No. Io, 
to Goss’s well-known tune as arranged : the first 
and last verses in unison, the second in harmony, 
the third by trebles only. This hymn went with 
spirit, and was a very good specimen of congrega-* 
tional singing. The common vice of “ dragging” 
was conspicuous by its absence, in this, as in- 
deed, in all the psalmody ; partly owing to Mr. 
Hawkins’ clear marking of the /empo. 

The sermon was a thoughtful and scholarly 
discourse, founded on the words of St. Paul, in 
Acts xiv. 17: ‘Nevertheless He left not Himself 


| without witness, in that He did good, and gave 
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us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling 
our hearts with food and gladness.” 

After the sermon the collection was taken, during 
which Sydenham’s anthem, “Great is the Lord, 
and marvellous,” was sung by the.choir. This 
anthem, though not difficult, or of high musical 
excellence, is pleasing and effective. It was very 
well rendered. Towards the close thereof, a 
pretty little verse-passage occurs, and if we may 
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judge from the “‘craning” of certain necks and | 


other tokens of interest manifested in the side 
galleries, quartette singing is regarded somewhat 
as a novelty in this church. The members of the 
select choir were doubtless a little nervous, but 
this did not seriously affect the singing. The last 
hymn was No. 708. Dean Alford’s well-known 
hymn “Come, ye thankful people, come!” to 
Elvey’s equally well-known tune S¢. George. That 
this was heartily sung hardly needs stating, and 
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the attack in the first verse was somewhat feeble. 
“Drops of Rain” and “The Song for Spring” were 
very steadily sung. 

Misses Emily Davies and Rose Dafforne, and Messrs. 
Trefelyn David and Alexander Tucker, in addition to 
taking the verse parts in the anthems, sang, “ The 
Singers” (Gaul) in very artistic style, for which they 
received the hearty applause of choir and audience. 
Miss Emily Davies was encored for her rendering of 
‘‘She wandered down the mountain-side;” Miss 
Dafforne also had to bow repeatedly after her song, 
“The River of Years.” Mr. Trefelyn David sang 


| “ With all my heart” admirably; and Mr. Alexander 


after the Benediction, the majority of the congrega- | 
tion passed slowly down the aisles in order to 


inspect more closely the beautiful decorations, 


while the organist played Batiste’s Offertoire in | 


D Minor, in a style which evinced good taste and 
capable musicianship. We should have stated that 
the “Congregational Church Hymnal” is in use, 
and that there was a good supply of copies available 
for the use of visitors. 


Monconformist Choit Cinion at the 
City Cemple. 


A LARGE number of the London contingent of the Non- 
conformist Choir Union took part in one of the usual 
weekly concerts at the City Temple on Thursday, 
the 6th ult. Mr. Minshall proposed to have a choir 
of about two hundred and fifty singers, believing that 
owing to various engagements, a larger number would 
be unable to attend. So kind was the response to the 
invitation that 537 singers, representing 39 choirs, pro- 
mised to attend. 
wet evening, which prevented some from being present. 
The choir,- however, numbered between four and five 
hundred, and occupied a large portion of the side 
galleries. Long before the time announced for opening 
the doors, there was a crowd around the entrances; 
and when the concert commenced every available space 
was occupied. 

With the exception of four pieces, all the choral work 
performed at the Crystal Palace Festival in June was 
repeated. For several reasons it was impossible to 
hold a full rehearsal ; this is a sufficient explanation of 
a few mistakes that were made. Taking the perform- 
ance as a whole, it was exceedingly satisfactory, and 
reflects great credit upon the choirs, The sacred pieces, 
especially, went remarkably well. No doubt the choirs 
are more accustomed to this kind of music than part- 
songs, and therefore they felt more at home with it. 
Macfarren’s ‘‘The Lord is my Shepherd” (unaccom- 
panied) was given with much feeling, the only thing 
wanting being a little toning down of the voices in the 
“Dp” passages. Handel's chorus, “ We never will bow 
down,” the second part of which especially went 
splendidly, greatly pleased the audience. Stainer’s fine 


anthem, “O clap your hands!” was likewise rendered 
with great spirit and vigour. 

The secular pieces were all unaccompanied. Gaul’s 
popular part-song, “The Potter,” was nicely given, though 


Unfortunately it turned out a pouring | 











Tucker was greatly applauded for his song, ‘‘ The Two 
Twilights.” Miss Adela Duckham, a rising young vio- 
linist, played very brilliantly two violin solos. Mr. E. 
Minshall conducted; and Mr. J. R. Griffiths, besides 
giving most valuable help throughout as accompanist, 
played in a musicianly manner J. F. Barnett’s Crystal 
Palace Offertoire. 


NORTH LONDON CHORAL SOCIETY. 


Ir is not often that an attempt is made by a suburban 
society to produce one of the great oratorios on anything 
like a complete scale, with orchestral accompaniments ; 
and still less often that a really satisfactory rendering 
is given of such a work. The “North London Choral 
Society,” however, although a very young society, has 
been ambitious enough to give “Elijah,” as a first 
attempt of the kind, and we may unreservedly say that 
remarkable success has attended the effort. It may be 
noted that this society is really a section of the Non- 
conformist Choir Union, and may indeed be considered 
as the offspring of that association: and a flourishing 
youngster it is, which does credit to its parent. This ora- 
torio work is taken in the intervals between the Union 
Festivals, and well has the time been employed. 

The performance of October 23rd was given in the 
Dalston Wesleyan Chapel, which is a fair-sized build- 
ing, approached from the street by some very awkward 
stone stairs, and rather showily “decorated” inside. 
It is, however, well suited for such a performance —not- 
withstanding the unfortunate lack of retiring rooms at 
the back of the orchestra—for the galleries, terminating 
at some distance from the end walls, leave a clear 
open space on which a large platform was erected, 
sufficient to accommodate the choir of about one hundred 
singers, and band of twenty-one performers, besides a 
grand piano and reed organ. Had it been possible to 
have arranged the orchestra on a more considerable 
incline, it would have been an improvement: perhaps 
some plan to do this may be devised on another 
occasion. 

The choir contains many excellent voices, and shows 
good training, while there is a freshness and vigour in 
the singing which gains appreciation at once. The 
tenor part, so often a trouble in choirs of this kind, 


| seemed exceptionally well sustained, and the general 


balance and tone of the chorus left little to be desired. 
The talented conductor, Mr. Arthur Briscoe, has, we 
are sure, worked hard to bring the choir up to such a 
state of efficiency in so short a time, few local societies 
showing so rapid and satisfactory a development ; and 
we cordially congratulate him on his choir, and may 
equally congratulate the choir on its conductor, who, 
all through the performance, showed the tact and quiet 
strength so needful to ensure a successful result. 

The band contained about twelve stringed instru- 
ments, and amongst the players we observed one or 
two ladies with violins, and one with a ’cello, The 
usual wood wind-instruments were represented, with 
trombones, trumpet, etc., and if not in all respects 
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quite complete, the lack was supplied by the use of 
a fine grand piano, and a reed organ, lent by the 
Schreiber Piano Company, and played respectively by 
Mrs. Gardner and Mr. Fountain Meen. 

The chorus singing was so excellent that it seems 
scarcely worth while to mention any exceptions (which, 
as usual, only served to prove the rule), but we may 
just say that the alto part seemed a little weak and 
uncertain occasionally. The chorus, “ He, watching over 
Israel,” was slightly marred by flatness ; while a some- 
what more subdued tone would have rendered a few 
of the fiano passages more effective. 

On the other hand, ‘‘ Thanks be to God,” was sung 
with fine spirit and enthusiasm, and the ‘ Baal” 
choruses and the “‘ Whirlwind” chorus were given in 
a most effective manner; indeed, the choruses were, 
with scarcely an exception, sung with great precision 
and artistic power. The orchestral accompaniments 
throughout were admirable, though just occasionally a 
trifle over-loud for the voices. As regards the soloists, 
we have nothing but praise for the leading soprano, 
Madame Barter, whose fine voice and true intonation, 
combined with a pleasing, unaffected manner, made it 
a treat to listen to her. We may specially note her 
fine rendering of that difficult and trying solo, ‘‘ Hear 
ye, Israel.” Miss Rose Dafforne also sang the con- 
tralto music charmingly. Her smooth clear tones and 
simple style were just suited for such songs as “ O rest 
in the Lord!” and ‘ Woe unto them!” the fatter of which 
she sang with tender and subdued pathos. 

Mr. Sadleur Brown has a pleasing voice, although 
somewhat lacking in power and volume. He sang his 
part carefully and well, and was especially successful 
in “ Then shall the righteous,” 

The trying part of the Prophet was most ably sus- 

tained by Mr. Thomas Kempton. His renderings of 
‘Lord God of Abraham,” and ‘‘It is enough,” were very 
fine, and told with great effect. 
-. The large audience was evidently well pleased with 
the performance, scarcely any leaving until the last 
note was played, although the hour was late. No 
doubt applause was checked by the fact of the perfor- 
mance being in a place of worship, but it was impossible 
to entirely subdue its manifestation, and it broke out 
now and again during the evening. For ourselves, we 
should much prefer to hear an oratorio through without 
any such interruption, and we hope the day will dawn 
when this will be the common usage. 

In conclusion, we most heartily congratulate the 
North London Choral Society, and its clever conductor 
on such a striking success in its first attempt at oratorio; 
and trust, and expect, that the next concert, which we 
believe is to be ‘Judas Maccabeus,” will be fully as 
successful. 


Wusic in the Scottish Churches 
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


WRITING to me the other day the editor of a widely 
circulated religious weekly said, ‘ During a ministry of 
twelve years the only real annoyance I ever had came 
from precentors and choirs.” Iam afraid the annoy- 
ance is frequently on the other side. I have just had 
sent to me the particulars of a very unseemly squabble 
between the minister of Grangemouth Parish Church 
and his musical leaders, which certainly does not seem 
to have been altogether due to the latter, The minister, 
it appears, insisted that a certain hymn should be sung 
at the Sunday morning service, notwithstanding that 
the precentor, Mr. William Marshall, informed him that 
the tune—a “fixed” one—was unknown to the choir, 
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and that there could be no opportunity of meeting to 
learn it. The service went on, and three singings 
had been got through when the dreaded hymn was 
announced from the pulpit. Although not his custom 
to read over the whole of the verses, the reverend 
gentleman did so on this occasion ; evidently, as it was 
thought, for the purpose of giving the choir some time 
to look through the music. During the reading of the 
hymn there was an unusual flutter among the choristers, 
Mr. Marshall ultimately rising to his feet and informing 
the members that they were to remain seated as the 
hymn was not to be sung. A brief pause followed the 
reading of the hymn, and no effort having been made 
to sing, the minister engaged in prayer ; after which he 
explained to the congregation that the hymn he had 
given out, and which Mr. Marshall declined to sing, 
was one which was specially meant for the service of 
the day. If any hymn came before him which the choir 
could not sing he would simply read it over and pro- 
ceed with the service. Mr. Marshall now rose from 
his seat, and addressing the minister said he would 
sing any hymn that was desired if only reasonable 
notice were given. I am not surprised when the local 
paper tells me that “the congregation looked on in 
amazement.” 

Mr. Marshall is not known to me, but he has bv 
letter asked me whether in my opinion he was justified 
in refusing to sing the hymn in questicn. Without 
hearing both sides of the matter it is difficult to pro- 
nounce an opinion ; but, for my own part, had it been 
possible to sing the hymn to any fairly suitable kxowx 
tune I would have given way to the minister, and this 
simply in the interests of my own future peace of mind. 
Something is, of course, always due to one’s own pro- 
fessional reputation, and to the reputation of the choir 
under one’s charge; but professional reputation is no- 
thing unless one can exercise it under fairly pleasant 
conditions ; and a man who enters into such a dispute 
as that here recorded is never likely to be happy in the 
sphere of work which has seen the dispute. Suggesting 
to Mr. Marshall that he might have adapted some well- 
known tune, and so have got over his difficulty, he 
replies :—“I would probably have taken another tune 
such as you mention; but when I explain that I knew 
from inward conviction that the demand made was 
simply a prelude to a series of similar demands, and 
was made for the purpose of a quarrel, you will under- 
stand why I felt it necessary to make a stand on the 
matter. It is not easy for me to explain the reasons 
that give me this conviction, but I will state one of several. 
I have a stock of something like thirty anthems, most 
of which used to be sung at the service; but some time 
ago the minister cut down the stock to half-a-dozen, 
on the plea of reluctance to sing music in church which 
the congregation could not join in.” This latter point 
may afford a proof of the minister’s failure to recognize 
the proper place of the anthem in the Church service, 
but it bears no primd-facie evidence of the desire to 
create a quarrel. 

However, let Mr. Marshall speak for himself, as his 
case may in some way prove instructive and even help- 
ful to our readers. ‘ The position I take up,” he says, 
“is this. With a voluntary choir and a hymnal with 
fixed tunes it is not possible for a conductor to prepare 
new hymns for Church service with onen ight’s practice. 
Were he in a position to enforce a full attendance of 
his choir at both practice and service it might be possible 
in an emergency, although objectionable on religious 
as well as musical grounds. But it is quite possible 
for a large proportion of the choir to be absent from 
practice and present at the service, while others are 
present at practice and absent from service. The 
system on which the minister and myself have been 
working since we got the new hymnal has been to 





prepare hymns of the different classes, some selected 
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by myself, and others by the minister. Now and again 
we go over the indexes of our books and mark the 
hymns so prepared, which then become stock ones. 
The lists for service have always been drawn from this 
marked index until the date of the dispute. The 
minister now insists on a vight to give me any hymn 
he may select, and order me to sing it on Sunday. I 
refuse to do so unless I get at least two nights’ practice ; 
and maintain that to insist on having hymns prepared 
in this hasty way is grossly unfair to both choir and 
conductor, who are as responsible for badly sung hymns 
as the minis‘er is for badly preached sermons.” 

This is all very sensible; but I do not think Mr. 
Marshall is right in contending for ¢wo nights’ practice of 
new hymns. Any minister desiring to act with reason, 
and keeping in view, as he ought todo, the things that 
“make for peace,” 
Sunday list with hymns which he knew the choir would 
have to prepare on one evening. But it is quite possible 
that a minister writing his sermon, say, on the day of 
the choir practice, should find an unknown hymn 
entirely concordant with his subject, and under such 
circumstances he would be right in at least requesting 
that. it should be done if at all possible. Generally 
when any special hymn is asked it is to suit the sermon, 
and the subjects of sermons are assuredly not fixed a 
fortnight beforehand—more frequently they are not 
fixed by the evening of the choir practice! I have 
dwelt at much length on this case, but my plea is that 
there is in it instruction and warning for all Church 
musical workers, to whom the virtues of meekness, 
conciliation, and forbearance daily, alas! become more 
and more necessary. It fills one with a feeling of 
sadness to have to record such incidents as happening 
within the walls of the Church, where should be only 
harmony, good will, and a desire to “ bear one another's 
burdens.” 

The soul of the average minister is not musical, and 
certain it is that sacred music seems to have terrors 
for many of the average ministers’ kind. Striking 
confirmation of this is afforded by the action of the 
Rev. Dr. M‘Laren, of the Parish Church of Larbert. 
The following letter addressed by him to the organist 
relates to the special occasion of a Harvest Thanks- 
giving Service, which, as modified, was duly held in 
the church :-— 


“DEAR SiR,—Last night I received the list of music 
you propose for Sunday evening. I must strike out 
the two solos. We must bear in mind that it is not 
a sacred concert, but a service of a Christian congrega- 
tion worshipping God. I have put the 1ooth Psalm to 
begin with. I trust that there will be no professional 
singers. Several members of the congregation expressed 
themselves to me as being shocked at hearing pro- 
fessional singers on the evening of last Sunday 
week. I-need hardly tell you that I knew nothing of 
your intention to bring them. It will be wise for you 
to do nothing which may give offence to the people, and 
to bear in mind that we are a quiet country congrega- 
tion. On the next page you will find the psalms, etc., 
for Sunday. I shall try having two short lessons to 
give room for the hymns, prose psalm, and anthem you 
have on your own list. Do not chant the Ze Deum 
after the Benediction.—Yours truly, 

“JOHN M‘LAREN.” 


The organist, I am informed, proposed to have three 
professional singers, who had agreed to sing certain 
solos trom the A/essiah. After the above letter was 
received a deputation from the choir waited on Dr. 
M‘Laren to solicit a reconsideration of his decision, 
but after some parley they were shown to the door. 
This “quiet country congregation” is in possession of 
a £900 organ, and rather than offend a few old fogeys 
it must not be used as it might be. The instructive 
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would certainly not overcrowd his | 





185 


thing is that the intimation having gone forth that 
professional singers would be present to assist in the 
service aforementioned, and there being no time to 
contradict it, the church was crammed to the door— 
an unparalleled event in Larbert. At the non-appearatice 
of the professionals and with the modified service, it 
would seem strange if the ‘quiet country congrega- 
tion” were disappointed. Yet it was so, and the dis- 
appointment was, in the majority of cases, very pro- 
nounced, judging by opinions overheard and expressed, 
Dr. M‘Laren might be asked to state the exact differ- 
ence between paid and professional singers and paid 
and professional pastors, precentors, and beadles. 
The truth is, a good many ministers are jealous of the 
work of the organist, who often succeeds in filling a 


| church which the minister has preached almost empty. 


The bigotry of the Scotch cleric dies hard. Here is 


| the Rev. A. M. Bannatyne, of Union Free Church, 





Aberdeen, resigning his charge, which he had held for 
forty years, on account of—among other heretical things 
—‘‘the universal use of uninspired hymns, and the un- 
scriptural practice prevalent in congregations of sitting 
instead of reverently standing at prayer.” Most of us 
think that we are much more reverent when we kneel 
at prayer; and some of us, again, prefer the “unin- 
spired” hymns, which Mr. Bannatyne would have 
banished from the Church, to the horrible doggerel into 
which the versifiers of the Scotch psalms have turned 
the words of the sweet singer of Israel. Some men 
have no perception of inconsistencies. Mr. Bannatyne 
is the author of two works against the use of instru- 
mental music in worship, one of which—‘ Hearts 
and Voices the only Organs for Christian Praise ”—I 
was once foolish enough to purchase. One of the 
author's arguments is, that ‘‘In England (and in Scot- 
land too) the organ will send people away to other 
churches.” It is hardly necessary to say how far this 
prophecy, made in 1865, has been realized. As every- 
body knows, it has just been the other way. 

Mr. William Blakeley, Mus. Bac., the victim of the 
Choir Committee at Morningside United Presbyterian 
Church, Edinburgh, has just been appointed, out of a 
list of one hundred candidates, to Queen’s Park Parish 
Church, Glasgow. The salary is the princely one (for 
Scotland) of £100; there is a paid quartet ; a capital 
service, with vocal solos; and the organ is a “ three- 
decker.” Mr. Blakeley’s friends in Edinburgh, while 
sorry to lose him and the interesting recitals he has 
given for many winters past, wish him much success 
in his new sphere of work. The musical services in 
our Scotch city churches are benefiting largely by the 
efforts of such organists as Mr. Blakeley and others. 
At Rubislaw Parish Church, Aberdeen, there is now 
for the first time a paid quartet of unexceptionable ex- 
cellence. In the East Church there, too, matters are 
moving in an improved direction. The choir has been 
augmented for the pupose of giving a few concerts 
during the winter, and in addition to these the organist, 
Mr. Nisbet, is arranging for several recitals on the 
organ, a very good instrument by Messrs. Wadsworth. 


NoTEs.—Martyrs’ Church, Paisley, is to introduce 
instrumental music.—A new organ has been opened in 
Airdrie Parish Church.—The Harrison (Durham) organ 
in St. Giles’s Cathedral, Edinburgh, has been re- 
voiced, added to, and immensely improved.—Mitchell 
Street United Presbyterian Church, Beith, declares 
that it could not find a satisfactory conductor and 
player in one person, and a precentor has been 
appointed with a voluntary harmoniumist. What was 
the salary oftered ?—Mr. W. Stuart, A.C.O., gave an ex- 
cellent organ recital in Lauriston United Presbyterian 
Church, Edinburgh, on the 12th ult. He played Hesse’s 
difficult Toccata in A flat and a MS. March of his 
own in D, The organ is a capital instrument by 
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Conacher.—Mr. W. Carnie, of Aberdeen, is thinking 
about a new edition of his popular ‘‘ Northern Psalter.” 
J. CUTHBERT HADDEN. 


[Information on all points of interest to Scottish 

_ musicians will gladly be received for this column 
by the writer, addressed to 4, Argyle Park Terrace, 
Edinburgh. } 


Mbituarp. 
MADAME ANNIE WILLIAMS-EDWARDS. 


THE death of Madame Annie Williams-Edwards, which 
took'place on October 19th at Caversham Road, Kentish 
Town, cast a deep gloom over many musical circles. 
For some years she had been organist at Jewin Street 
Welsh Chapel. She was, however, better known as a 
contralto vocalist of great ability ; and those who came 
in contact with her never failed to hold her in high 
esteem. Her example was in all respects excellent. 
She was a truly good woman, and readily gave her 
valuable assistance in all good work. She was born 
in 1856 at Mountain Ash and in very early years re- 
ceived some musical training from her father, who was 
conductor of the Bute Dock United Choir. She made 
her début at the age of fourteen at a concert in a Cardiff 
chapel. Shortly after this she went to Aberystwith 
University College, where she studied under Dr. Joseph 
Parry. There she gained, besides exhibitions, a 
scholarship of £60, tenable for three years. From 
Aberystwith she removed to London, where she con- 
tinued her ‘studies, and where she quickly made her 
reputation as a vocalist. In 1887 she was married to 
Mr. Daniel Edwards, one of the deacons of Jewin 
Street Chapel, who is left with one little daughter. The 
funeral took place at Highgate Cemetery, when about 
a thousand persons attended. The feeling was so 
intense that the English hymn given out, could not be 
sung; but when Madame Williams’s favourite Welsh 
hymn was announced it was taken up heartily by the 
vast congregation. A memorial service was held in 
Jewin Street Chapel on the 2nd ult., when the pastor, 
the Rev. J. E. Davies, M.A., delivered an impressive 
sermon. The musical portion of the service was ap- 
propriate and very touching. The choir, under the 
conductorship of Mr. Benjamin James, sang several 
favourite Welsh hymns and a Requiem by Dr. Parry. 
Mr. Lucas Williams, Mr. Ben Davies, Miss Nellie 
Asher, and Miss Olive Grey sang solos. Many 
hundreds of friends were unable to get in the chapel. 


Echoes from the Churches. 


(Paragraphs for this column should reach us by the 20th of the 
month.) 








METROPOLITAN. 


BAYSWATER.—A concert was given in the Craven Hill 
Congregational Church on the 19th ult, the proceeds 
of which were devoted towards the extinction of debt 
incurred during the recent renovations and repairs. 
Haydn's “Creation” (Parts 1 and 2) was performed, 
followed by a miscellaneous selection. The choruses 
were well rendered by the choir of the church, assisted 
by friends, numbering seventy voices, under the direction 
of Mr. F. W. Hidden, organist of Hounslow Congre- 
gational Church, The soloists were Madame Stanesby, 
Mr. C. M. J. Edwards, and Mr. Charles Constable, all 
of whom acquitted themselves with marked success. 
Madame Stanesby created some effect by her fine 
rendering of “ With verdure clad,” and ‘‘ From mighty 
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kings ;” and in the miscellaneous selection Mr. Edwards’ 
singing of ‘When I survey the wondrous Cross” 
(Farmer) was much enjoyed, as was Mr. Constable’s 
“Thou'rt passing hence” (Sullivan). The choir as- 
sisted with “A Psalm of Life” (Kinross), and Handel's 
“ Hallelujah,” besides which Mr. W. W. Chilton gave his 
popular recital of ‘The Singing of the Magnificat” 
(Mrs. Nesbit). M. Fred W. Noakes (organist of the 
church) accompanied throughout on the organ with great 
ability and taste. 

BETHNAL GREEN.—On Wednesday, October 2oth, in 
the Bethnal Green Road Congregational Church, the 
organist, Mr. H. W. Dunkley, gave his third recital 
interspersed with vocal solos. There was a large 
attendance, which is increasing on each occasion. The 
vocalists were: Miss Eliza Hopkins, Miss Mildred 
Dubois, Miss Alice Hazell, Miss Louisa Barnes, Mr: 
Alfred Morton, and Mr. Henry Wilson. 


CAMDEN Town.—The sixteenth season of free musical 
services for working’people and others was commenced 
at Park Chapel, Camden Town, on October 29th, when 
the programme included, besides other short works, 
Mendelssohn’s ‘‘Hear my prayer,” and Spohr’s “ As 
pants the hart,” the solo parts being sung by Miss 
Adeline Davies, who also gave ‘‘ Turn Thee unto me,” 
from Costa's “Eli.” The Rev. J. C. Harrison gave a 
short address, as usual, and some hymns were sung by 
the whole assembly, which was large. The music is 
under the direction of Mr. Darnton (organist), Mr. E. 
Drewett, A.C.O., at the organ. Future services. will 
include selections from “The Creation,” Stainer’s 
“ Crucifixion,” etc. 

CANONBURY, —At Harecourt Chapel, Canonbury, on 
Wednesday evening, October 22nd, an organ recital 
was given by Mr. Edwin Drewett, A.C.O., the organist 
of the church who ably rendered the following selec- 
tion: Sonata No. 1 (Mendelssohn); Allegretto in B 
minor (Guilmant); Andante and variations in A 
(Hesse); Homage a Mozart (J. B. Calkin); Post- 
lude in D (Smart). In the course of the evening Miss 
Edith Stow sang, with much taste and expression, 
“With verdure clad,” and Mr. Kempton gave, in his 
usual artistic manner, the airs, “‘ Rolling in the foaming 
billows,” and “ Now heaven in fullest glory shone,” 
from Haydn’s “Creation.” The Rev. Henry Simon, 
who presided, announced that the collection would be 
on behalf of the Organ Fund, the organ having been 
thoroughly renovated and enlarged. 


CHARING Cross RoAD.—The new organ in the 
Welsh Presbyterian Church, by Messrs. Bevington & 
Sons, was opened on Friday, the 17th ult., with an 
organ recital by Mr. F. G. Edwards, organist and choir- 
master of St. John’s Wood Presbyterian Church, who 
has also superintended the erection of the instrument. 
Vocal {music was contributed by Miss Pattie Hughes 
and Mr. Lucas Williams, and also by the choir, who ~ 
sang a Welsh anthem, “ Bydd melus gofio y cyfammod.” 
Two Welsh hymns were sung by the large congregation 
with great heartiness. ; 

City.—The inaugural meeting of the winter session of 
the City Road Wesleyan Mutual Improvement Associa- 
tion was held on October 31st, when a sacred concert 
was most ably rendered by the choir of the Clapton 
Road Wesleyan Chapel, conducted by Mr. Ronald, and 
preceded by an organ recital by Mr. W. Bolton, R.A.M. 
(organist at Clapton Chapel). In the course of the 
evening, solos and anthems were effectively rendered 
by members of the choir, including selections from 
Mendelssohn, Gounod, Stainer, Barnby, etc. Mr. A. 
Cargill Gentry delighted the assembly with recitations 
from Longfellow and B. Gould. The Rev. H. Dou- 
thwaite, Superintendent of the Circuit, and president of 
the association, presided, and gave a short address.— 
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Mr. Alexander Tucker, principal bass of the City 
Temple choir, gave his annual concert on Tuesday, the 
18th ult. 
Jessie Hotine, Eleanor Rees, and Ada Patterson ; Messrs. 
Edwin Houghton, Sackville Evans, Dudley Causton, 
and, of course, Mr. Tucker; violin, Mr. John Saunders ; 
mandolin, Signor Dabiero. There was a large audience. 
In every way the concert was a great success. Mr. 
Tucker has recently determined to give up business, 
and devote himself entirely to the profession. His 
many friends most heartily wish him abundant pro- 
sperity in his “new departure.” 


KENTISH Town.—A sacred concert, to raise funds for 
providing Christmas dinners for Mrs. Ginever’s orphans, 


The following were the artists:—-Misses | 


the programme, the most noteworthy being Mr. and 
Mrs. Davis-Evans. Mrs. Evans sang “ The Gentle Lark” 
and “Tell me, my heart ;” and Mr, Evans gave “ The 


| Voice of Jesus” and “Only once more” in excellent 


| spent by the large congregation present. 


will be given by the choir of the Congregational Church | 


on Tuesday, the 16th inst., at eight o'clock. 


Miss | 


Emily Davies and Mr. Alexander Tucker will be the | 
vocalists, Mr. J. E. Philp will preside at the organ, and | 


Mr. A. J. Hawkins will conduct.- Admission will be 


free, but a collection will be made. 


Both received encores. They also gave a duet 
A very pleasant evening was 
The proceeds 


style. 
entitled “ Swinging.” 


were for the church funds. 


GRANTHAM.—Special choir services have been held 
in the United Methodist Chapel. Anthems and cantatas 
were sung. 

HECKMONDWIKE.—Successful services have been 
held in connection with the opening of the New 
Upper Chapel, several well known and popular 
ministers preaching to large congregations. Mr. J 
W. Burnley, the organist, gave an organ recital, his 
programme including selections from Bach, Sterndale 
Bennett, Marchant, Spinney, and Wagner. 


HuLL.—A new organ has been placed in Kingston 


| Wesleyan Chapel. 


LAMBETH.—The Annual Soirée of Upton Chapel | 


Choir took place on the 18th ult., when a_large 
company (among whom were the pastor and deacons) 
assembled. The proceedings, which included an ex- 


Hype.—Mr. Mark Clough, who has been organist at 
Union Street Congregational Church for eighteen years, 


| has just been appointed organist and choir-master at 


cellent musical programme, took the form of an evening | 


party on an extended scale, and were unanimously 
voted the most enjoyable on record. The occasion is 
worthy of passing notice, if only as an illustration of the 
entente cordiale between church executive and choir. 
From the highly eulogistic remarks of the pastor (Rev. 
W. Williams) it was evident that the work of the choir 
was thoroughly appreciated. Musically, financially, 
and numerically, the choir is in a stronger position than 
ever, and enters on the new season’s work most 
auspiciously. The system of quarterly subscriptions 
recently introduced has proved a success. 


WALTHAMSTOW.—On October 29th a recital of organ 
music was given in Wood Street Chapel by Mr. Arthur 
Bayliss, organist-choirmaster of the church, the follow- 
ing forming his programme :—Offertoire in ED (Collin), 
Andante in C (Dienel), Marcia in D (Capocci), Andanté 
in E (Bunnett), Allegro in A minor (Gade). 


PROVINCIAL. 


BESSES (NEAR MANCHESTER).—The anniversary 
services in connection with the Congregational Church 
were held on Sunday the 9th ult. The preacher in the 


St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Oxford Street, 
Manchester. 


LincoLN.—An organ has been given to St. Catherine’s 
Wesleyan Chapel by Mr. Bainbridge. 


PORTOBELLO.—A very successful harvest thanks- 


| giving service was héld in the Congregational Church, 


Wellington Street, on Wednesday, October 22nd. Be- 
sides appropriate hymns, a solo, ‘The Loving Shepherd,” 
was sung with great taste; “O lovely peace!” 
(Handel) was also given. After the sermon (which 
was preached by the Rev. James Gregory), Mrs. W. 


| D. Smart gave a beautiful rendering of ‘“ With verdure 


morning was the Rev. H. W. James, of Radcliffe. Inthe | 


afternoon an address was given to the scholars and 
teachers by the Rev. Thomas Hamer, of Little Lever, 
who also preached in the evening. Collections were 
made during the day in aid of the church funds, The 
following pieces of music were sung by the choir under 
the direction of Mr. Leaver, the organist. and choir- 


master :—Introit, ‘‘ Enter not into judgment” (Thomas | 


Attwood); anthem, “Rejoice ye with Jerusalem!” 
(Walter Spinney); offertory sentences, Nos. I and 5 
(T. Mee Pattison) ; introit, ‘‘The Lord is in His holy 
temple” (Samuel Smith, Bradford); anthem, “ Praise 
the Lord, O my soul!” (Sir John Goss); offertory 
sentences, Nos. 6 and 7 (Edmund Rogers). 


CARDIFF.—On Wednesday, October 29th, the Harvest 
Thanksgiving services were held at Broadway Wesleyan 
Chapel. The Rev. Josiah Mee preached to a large con- 
gregation. The choir sang a selection of special hymns 
and anthems, artd the chapel was nicely decorated for 
the occasion.—On Wednesday, the 12th ult., the annual 
tea and sale of work was held at Roath Road Congre- 
gational Church. About two hundred and thirty persons 
partook of an excellent tea, and the sale also was well 
patronized. After tea a miscellaneous concert was 
given. Several ladies and gentlemen contributed to 





clad.” The pastor of the church, the Rev. W. Hope 
Davison, conducted the service. 


READING.—Mr. Minshall delivered his lecture on 
“Congregational Psalmody, and how to improve it,” in 
Trinity Congregational Church, on Wednesday, the 12th 
ult. -The illustrations were very carefully rendered by 
a large choir. Mr. Moore ably presided at the organ. 


St. SAMPSON (GUERNSEY. )—In connection with Har- 
vest Thanksgiving services held in All Saints’ Baptist 
Chapel, a service of song was given in a very satis- 
factory manner. Mr. Lath, the organist, gave a recital ; 
his programme including selections by Mendelssohn, 
Cowen, Batiste, Bach, Handel, Spinney. 


Sanpy.—An organ has been erected in the Baptist 
Chapel. 

SHEFFIELD.—-An organ has been placed in Gleadless 
Chapel. 

SHREWSBURY.—The new organ, erected by Messrs. 
Norman Bros. & Beard in Swan Hill Chapel, was 
opened by Mr. H. Byolin, organist of St. Mary’s Church, 
on the 12th ult. 


STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—A new organ has been placed 
in Zion Methodist New Connexion Chapel. 


THRApPSTON.—On Friday. evening, the 14th ult., a 
concert was given in the schoolroom at the Baptist 
Chapel, Thrapston, kindly lent for the occaséon, by the 
members of the Nonconformist Choir Union from 
Thrapston, Ringstead, and Raunds. The programme 
included Handel’s choruses, anthems, part-songs, glees, 
duets, quartets, and brass and violin solos, etc. The 
choir numbered sixty voices. The doors were opened at 
7.45, and the schoolroom was crowded that time, so 
that numbers were unable to obtain admission. The 
concert was highly successful, the whole proceeding 
without a hitch; and the greatest satisfaction was 
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manifested by the audience. The conductor was Mr. N. 
Smith, whose ability is well known, and who was 
assisted by Miss Patty Flanders (piano) and Mr. John 
Roberts (harmonium). <A large part of the music was 
identical with that given by the associated choirs in the 
summer at the Crystal Palace. 

TROWBRIDGE.—An organ has been placed in Beth- 
esda Baptist Chapel, 


Correspondence, 





(We shall be glad to receive communications from any of our 
readers on questions likely to be of general interest.) 


“NONCONFORMIST MUSIC IN THE 
CHANNEL ISLANDS,” 


To the Editor of THE NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL. 


Sir,—I think it is hardly fair for your contributor, 
“FE, J. Painter,” to take the result of a casual visit to a 
“Wesleyan Mission Chapel” as the standard, or even 
the average, of music in Dissenting Chapels in Jersey. 
Five minutes’ walk on that particular Sunday morning 
would have taken him to another Wesleyan Chapel, in 
the heart of the town, where he might have ‘assisted ” 
at one of the heartiest and brightest services it has 
been my pleasure to listen to; where the organ, of fair 
size and quality of tone, recently reconstructed and 





enlarged, is performed cn by an organist of more than | 


average ability, supplemented by a choir of voices 
second to none in St. Helier’s. 
Had your contributor during his stay in the island, 


and before formulating his judgment, obtained an in- | 


troduction to our Jersey Choral Society, 150 members, 


or the St. Cecilian Orchestral Society, or the Orpheus | 
Glee Club, or else into some of the many private | 
musical circles which abound here, he would not, I | 
feel sure, have committed himself to the somewhat | 


hap-hazard and disparaging opinion that ‘the music 
of the Channel Islands is not altogether first-class ;” 
but would have been astonished and delighted with 
the manner in which oratorio and other music is 
interpreted. 

I write, not for the purpose of provoking discussion, 
but to remove any erroneous impression obtained by 
your readers on perusing the article in question. I 
enclose my card, and am,—Yours faithfully, 

ORPHEUS. 


Sr. Hewier's, JERSEY. 
Now, 11th, 1890. 





Reviews. 

The Lord doth reign. Full anthem for four voices. 
(Bayley & Ferguson, 54, Queen Street, Glasgow. 3d. 
Sol-fa 1a.)—/n the Beginning was the Word. Fw 
anthem for Christmas. (Novello & Co., Berners Street, 
W. 3¢)—Both these anthems are composed by Mr 
W. Henry Maxfield, Mus. Bac. The former is very 
congregational; the latter, though more difficult, is not 
beyond the capabilities of an ordinary choir. 

Paraphrases from “Elijah” (Mendelssohn), for the 
pianoforte? By Arthur Henry Brown. (McDowell & 
Co., 13, Little Marlborough Street, W. 4s.)—Several 
well-known items from “Elijah” are here easily arranged 
for the piano. Two books are published. 

Village Life, a rustic idyll, by P. W. Darnton, B.A., 
set to music by Charles Darnton. (Weekes & Co., 14, 
Hanover Street, W. 3s. net.)—This Pastoral Cantata 
contains twenty numbers, and requires for its per- 
formance five soloists, full chorus, and "planbleate 
accompaniment. The music is admirably adapted to 
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the words throughout; especially is this noticeable in 
“ Schooltime,” a very effective chorus for youngsters. 
The solos are melodious, and free from difficulty. The 
Messrs, Darnton have produced a work which will 
quickly gain popularity. For school concerts we can 
most cordially recommend it. 

“ While the Shepherds kept their Vigil” and “ O Little 
Town of Bethlehem!” Two carols by J. Douglas Macey. 
(Novello & Co. 2a.)—Two melodious and effective 
carols by the organist of Lyndhurst. Road Congrega- 
tional Church, Hampstead. 

“On Christmas Morn was the Saviour Born.” A 
Christmas Carol for Children, by George Herbert Ely, 
B.A. 2¢. Also “Vesper Hymn,” by the same com- 
poser. Id. (Novello & Co.) A well written Carol. 
The Vesper Hymn is intended to be sung after the 
Benediction, and is very appropriate for the purpose. 


OxoniANn.—It is published by Novello. If you send 
them a copy of the opening movement (the same as 
you sent us), they will no doubt forward you the right 
piece. . 

J. A. R—You cannot do better than adopt the an- 
thems of the ‘‘ Congregational Church Hymnal.” Some 
are not congregational, but you must try and educate 
your people up to them. 

F. S.—Yes. 

T. B. T.—Thanks, but not suitable. 

The following are thanked for their letters:—F. T. 
(Leeds), J. B. (Lincoln), W: T. (Torquay), G. H. 
(Lewisham) B. L. (Blackheath), E. D. (Norwich), 
H. M. (Shrewsbury). 


Staccato Motes 


THE death of Mr. A. J. Ellis, the author of “The 
History of Musical Pitch,” is announced. 

Mr. C. LEE WILLIAMS, Organist of Gloutester 
Cathedral, is writing a Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis 
for choir and orchestra, to be performed at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral on St. Paul’s Day. 

Spour’s ‘Last Judgment” will be performed at 
St. Paul's Cathedral on the 2nd inst. 


‘“‘ ELIJAH” was given by the Royal Choral Society on 
the 12th ult. 

PROFESSOR BRIDGE commenced his Gresham Lectures 
on the 18th ult. 

A CONCERT in Dublin came to an abrupt termination 
owing to the “ gods ” demanding an encore from Signor 
Foli, which he declined to give. 

Dr. STAINER lectured on ‘ Carols” at the London 
Institution on the 20th ult. 

Mr. Emit SAurET has been appointed Professor of 
the Violin at the Royal Academy of Music. 


THUMP-RATTLETY-BANG went the piatio. “What are 
you trying to play, Jane?” called out her father from 
the next room. ‘It’s an exercise from my new instruc- 
tion book, ‘First step in music,’”she answered “Well, 
1 knew you were playing with your feet,” he said, grimly; 
‘but don’t step so heavily onthe keys; it disturbs 
my thoughts.” 
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